Women’s Football, Migration and Professionalization 1971-2011 by Dr Jean Williams

Player interview 1st September 2011 Please just write your answers under the headings-the more information, the merrier!
1. The Start:
What can you tell me about your experience of playing elite football with dates please? 

Would you say that it was professional in the sense that teams had kit, equipment and all-expense paid travel and accommodation?

What was the quality of football like? Professional, competitive, friendly? 

Was this the most professional atmposphere you’d played in before then (what grounds did you use, for example, what were the crowds like)?

What did you know about women’s football in other countries at that time, can you give one or two impressions?

Any documentation such as programmes to show how many you played and scored or clean sheets for goalkeepers etc? I will pay return postage and/ or photocopying expenses.
2. Next phase of your career:

I am tring to get a sense of whether women have moved to play elite or professional football mainly for economic reasons or for others (competitive football, sunny climate, feeling of acceptance, viable post-playing career and so on). Could you reflect on your motivations and, if you were willing, outline the financial arrangments? 
If you were not paid, were there side benefits like a flat or travel or sponsorship deals? Did you learn another language, for example? Have you kept up any of the friendships and are you still in touch?
I am trying to get a sense of the scale of the operation as semi-professional or fully professional. Did you for example, do other work?

Could you say any more about the tours  and benefits of travellign abroad to play? 

Do you have any press cuttings of the newspaper coverage or a scrapbook?

What else can you say about the ‘technically superior play’ in recent women's world cups? 

Do you have any contact details for other players I might approach?
3. Club and country

How does your international career sit in relation to your club benefits? Which was the most lucrative, which, to you was most important? 

4. Any post-playing career or dual career in coaching/ media etc? Finally, can you outline your move from player to coach and how that has worked out since?
5. Would you be willing to pass on my details to your contacts? Anyone who is abroad who you met through your coaching role would also be appreciated.

I really appreciate your time. I am a Senior Research Fellow at the International Centre for Sports Hitory and Culutre DMU Leicester England. I have been writing on women's football since 1997 and am committed to increasing the profile of the women's game by writing academic papers, including two histories A Game for Rough Girls and A Beautiful Game. There has yet to be a history on professional women's soccer world-wide and that is what I am now trying to write. My research depends on responses from players who have moved in and between countries at some point in the lives. Some stay, others move constantly. Your story is valuable. Like you, I love my football and want to write women's place in the game.

I am on telephone 07977 119 176 if you would like to discuss any aspect of this questionnaire/ the research project/ the book.  I operate under ethical guidelines for research so the information can be anonymised and or made confidential should you wish.

I am on Twitter @JeanMWilliams and my profile is on the De Montfort University Webpages 

http://www.dmu.ac.uk/faculties/humanities/departments-staff/staff/jean-williams.jsp
Best Wishes

Jean Williams
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